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LEIF CRANE 

life, must be expressed, it goes without saying that any presumption of 
being able to prescribe in general how justification by faith must be ex
pressed in our times is impossible. Instead of that, I shall try to mention 
finally some of the questions that should give those who want to speak 
(or write) assertively more than enough to do. 

1. To speak about justification by faith is to speak Christological/y. 

The word "justification" belongs, as we all know, to a certain linguistic 
context that makes it impossible to use the word today without further 
explanation. The questions connected with this problem shall be left 
aside here. The main thing is that our language includes enough possibil
ities to make clear what is meant even without the pronounced legal con
notations that cling to the word. But as soon as we say by faith, we have 
moved into the sphere of assertions. By saying that, we have said Christ, 
in the sense of the Gospel of John, where it is written, I am the truth, Le., I 
alone am the truth. Thus faith is faith in Christ. In contrast, faith in a gen
eral sense would in this connection be, for instance, the belief that God is 
indulgent (pardonner, c'est son metier [to forgive, that's his business], Hein
rich Heine). Faith in Christ means something totally different: that ~e is 
our only hope. Once in a while it is maintained that the difference be
tween Luther's time and our own should be a change in the fundamental 
question: from the search for a gracious God to doubt about the very exis
tence of God. Whatever the exact meaning of such remarks might be, at 
least they imply that Luther was in a better position than we are. Should 
it be more difficult to hear what justification by faith is when engaged in 
the problem of God's existence? Something like that, it seems, must fol
low. I am too ignorant about modern systematic theology to know 
whether a "theology of creation," for instance, depends on such consider
ations. However, if God first has to be made plausible before we can 
come to justification by faith, we shall have to wait a long time, and that 
would be rather unfortunate if justification by faith really is what it is! No 
matter how plausible God might become, he spoils everything when we 
come to justification by faith, for the assertion that Christ is our life can
not be made plausible, although we can understand it. It is no more ac
ceptable to a so-called religious mind than it is to a non-religious mind . 
.Christ is the stumbling block - just as he was in Luther's time, and at 
any other time. 


