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WHAT'S AT STAKE IN THE DEBATE ON ECOMENICAL POLICY

Follewing the Augsburg Confession (Art. VII) Lutherans have always
contendes thet fcr the true urity of the church "it is enough (eatis
est) to agree concerning the teachmg cf the gospel and the
aiministretion of t.he sacraments.” This is a fundamentzl Lutheran
rrinciple with kroz? and fer-reaching ecumeniczl implications.

7C rropeose "fuil corrrnion” es defired in this document 25 the cczl
of our ecumenicel activity is to hold trat someihinc more than zgreeme
ir the cospel zné a2dministrziion of the sacramenis is necesszary for

the true unity cf the church. This unfermines the fundamental
Luvtheran principle.

In the context cf conterporary ecumsnicel cCiscuscsion the fact that
so"r—-t‘amg more” is necesszry for "full comminion” mezns ths
Lutheren rinisiry is defective and rust be "uporafec" by rroper

"orderinz" (episcecpel ordinstior, succession, and the 1like) Tefore
“full corrunion" cen be reelizeZ. The Lutheran doctrine of ministry
ie jecparcize:.

o' ropose:‘ st
preclucing Geci

ztement therefcre alreadv leacds in a direction
sions which can only be rade ty the six-year stucy on
miristry now being cerried¢ out by the ELCA. It is too early to make

such Secision=.

In sogesting thet sometling more is npeedzd fer full corrmanicrn the
frecpesel steiement ectually réestricts rether than broazdens thre
ecunericel stances cf the EL:.

Froposing "full commmion" as the goal of our activity makes corrmunion
our achievement and confuses our ecumenical activity with God's gift
of Holy Communion.

The proposed stztement is too narrow in that it limits ecumenical
concern to "in-house" arrangements between churches and lacks a
vision of ecumenical activity in relation to the world-wide mission of
the church.

The proposed statenpnt is to say the least unclesr ¢n besic policies
an rremzture. This Church nesfs more time to Geliberete ans know
its min¢ befcre it adoptis pc-:t.»c»ns it ey recret. There is no neec
for hzste or secrecy. Extended puklic €iscussicn is in corder.

It is not aprroprizte for an cffice or standing committee of the
church to seek to determine theclogicel policy issves in this fashion.
Offices a2nd Camittees of tris Church exist to administer ite policies
not to write theology or doctrine.
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