
u*	 Follm.. ing the Augst-"J.rg CO:1fession (Art. VII) Lutherans ha ....-e al\o"'aYs 
co;ltenoe:i th2t fer the true unity of t1",e church "it is enou~h (satis 
lli.) to agree co~cerning the teaching C'! the gospel and the 
a~,i!Ji:trati on of the S2Cram?nts." This is a fundamental Lutheran.. 
~rin=i~:€ ~:th ~~oa: ~~d far-reac~i:1~ ~~ical ~Jication~. 

***	 :0 ;:ropose "full cor:r.r~;~o:J" as define:5 in this document 25 t.he !:oal 
0: ou t:'cU!i12:Jica2 activi tv is to hold that sO!"l?tr~ino more tha.'1 acre-ernent 
ir the 9cspel anc aOrrQnist~=t:o~ of the sacraments is necessary for 
ttJe true unity cf the c.'"Jurc::. This U,.")cenr':nes the funoQm2r.t2.l 
Lutheran principle. 

.... In the conte..':"t c~ cont~=-cry ect:rrt:~ical CiSC"~5~ion the fc~:' trJ2: 
"s~t~!in~ m~.re" is necessc.ry for "fcll C'Cmr..Llion" rncans th:t 
Lut:-:erc.T: r.-.ir:i ::.ry is oefecti\-e and Ir...lEt be "l::;>graoeo" by ~ro?=r 

"or:5erin;" (episcc;,c.l ordiT:::tio!"., successioo, a'1c the like) befo:-e 
';full cO!TT'~r~io!:" cc.r; be rea~ize:. Tbe L"~therar. doctrbe of trJni stry 
is jec~c.rci2e=. 

*.*	 T;.e propose: stater.le:Jt therefere alreacy leacs in a direct ion 
?=ecluCing c5ec:i slons "hicr: can or.ly be r.a:Se t·y the six-year stucy on 
r.-cirJistry no": bein;; curiee o:.:t 1:')' the El.C.~. It is too early to Ir&2~:e 

s'.lch ce.-cisionE. 

::-1 S''':Z:;:Est:';":!2 th~~ sXlEtr.i:l; r.l8!€ i: nee:e: fer ft:ll cor:r.r..:r.:c:-. :':-:e 
Frc~:e: stc :'er.t€::-::' actual:y restricts rathtr t!';an broaoens t!"l€ 
e~F-r.:cal sta~ce ef t~e r:~;. 

***	 Fro?Osing "full COCITT'J...T'lion" as the goal of our activity makes ca:rn.mio:J 
our achieverne.'1t and confuses ocr ecI.i."':'Ienic:al activity 'dth God I s gift 
of Holy Col'l'll'TJ!1ion. 

***	 'fne proposed st.ateme."'lt is too narr01o" in that it limits ecumenical 
concern t.o "in-house" arrangements bet""een c:hurc~s ano lacks a 
vision of ecumenical activity in relation to the worlc-"ide misslon of 
the churdJ. 

***	 7he proposec statement is to say the least unclear en basic policies 
a."'lC prerr.:ture. 'This Chure:; nee~s JI'lO:-e tir.E to c5elitEnte a."1: J.mer",· 
its tr.im: befcre it aoo~s ?C.::itic.ns it r..:y re;ret. Tnere is no T,eec 
for haste or secrecy. txte~5eo p~lic cis=u5sion is in crder. 

*-*	 It is not ap~ropr:ate for an c:f~ce or stanoin; comrr,ittee of the 
Cflurch to see}~ to oeterrnine the::logical policy issues in this fas~"lion. 

Offices and Ccr:r.rittees of tr.is Church e>:ist to admir.ister its policies, 
not to "iT i te t.;eology or doctrine. 


