Pope celebrates 499 years of Reformation
Wait a sec. Shouldn’t the Pope be making a major trip to Wittenberg in
Anniversary of the Reformation?

Instead he’s commemorating the Reformation in 2016, in Lund, Sweden.
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Is the Vatican math wrong or what? Not at all.
What’s important for Rome in
Ave Maria!

7: 5

years of Reformation or 100 years of Fátima?

Yet the Pope must tip his hat to the Reformation, which is why he is doing it a year early with LWF
officials who seem almost ready to declare the Reformation over.
The solemn commemoration will be held October 31, 2016, in Lund Cathedral which only seats 800.
Small.
The next day the Pope will celebrate Mass in the Malmö soccer stadium, which seats 10,000. Big.
With the Reformation behind him, the Pope will be free in 2017 for the Blessed Virgin Mary. Just
send a Cardinal or two to the 500th in Wittenberg next year.
Pope Francis has signaled his strong devotion to Mary from the first morning of his pontificate,
when he made a brief pilgrimage to the Basilica of Saint Mary Major, Rome's principal Marian
shrine. He later asked the bishops of Portugal to dedicate his pontificate to Our Lady of Fátima.
And now the big one. 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the Marian apparitions in Fátima,
Portugal, between May 13 and October 13, 1917.1 The Pope plans to be in Fátima in May 2017.2
What’s important for Catholics in
brainer: Ave Maria.
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years of Reformation or

years of Fátima? It’s a no-

John Paul II credited Our Lady of Fátima with saving his life following an assassination attempt on May 13,
1981, which is also the Feast of Our Lady of Fátima. He donated the bullet that wounded him to the Marian
sanctuary at Fátima, and it was placed in the crown of the Virgin's statue.
2 2017 also marks the 300th anniversary of the Marian miracles in Aparecida, Brazil. Pope Francis visited the
Basilica of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida on July 24, 2013. That day he finished an
impromptu speech with the words: And goodbye until 2017 when I will come back. The Basilica, which
seats 45,000, is surpassed in size only by St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City.

